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Wǳƭȅ нлмт   The Rev. Canon Timothy M. Dombek  

An Oratory for Advent: Sacred Space for Prayer and Meditation 

This summer, youôll notice a change to the narthex of the church as you  
enter the west doors from the parking lot. Through the generosity of an  
anonymous donor, and also from one of our parish couples, Advent will 
soon have a new, dedicated space for quiet contemplation, prayer and  
reflectionðan oratory, with icons and a votive candle stand, for peopleôs 
personal use before or after worship on Sunday, or throughout the week 
outside of  
Sundays. 

An oratory is place set aside for prayer. Often it is in a home, but an  
oratory can also be located in an institution. Usually it is not a place where 
services are conducted, per se. Being located outside the nave of a church, 
an oratory is set aside for use by a person or persons, but not usually more 
than one of two at the same time. An exception to this would be a holy 
shrine.  

In the past 30 years the use of icons in prayer and contemplation in  
Episcopal Churches has increased greatly, and peopleôs personal use of 
them in their homes has also become quite common. As Episcopalians, we 
do not pray to iconsðwe pray with them, as icons can serve as a window 
into ñthe kingdom of the heavensò if you will.  They provide us with a  
mystical glimpse into something far deeper. 

In his remarkable book, Behold the Beauty of The Lord: Praying with Icons, 
the late Henri Nouwen writes, 

Why icons? Because they are created for the sole purpose of 
offering access, through the gate of the visible, to the mystery 
of the invisible. Icons are painted to lead us into the inner 
room of prayer and bring us close to the heart of Godé The 
iconographerôs first concern is not to make himself known but 
to proclaim Godôs kingdom through his arté As does the  
liturgy itself, icons try to give us a glimpse into heaven. 

This explains why icons are not easy to ñsee.ò They do not 
immediately speak to our senses. They do not excite,  
fascinate, stir our emotions, or stimulate our imaginationé 
They do not reveal themselves to us at first sight. It is only 
gradually, after a patient, prayerful presence that they start 
speaking to us. And as they speak, they speak more to our 
inner than to our outer senses. They speak to the heart that 
searches for God (Nouwen, 1987; pp. 13-14). 

ñThey speak to the heart that searches for God.ò  Praying with icons is one 
more example of a spiritual practice designed to enable our hearts to 
search for God, day by day.  The baptized life is meant for livingðwe are 
called to live this life on a daily basis, walking in the path that Jesus walked, 
a life centered on love of God and love of neighbor, as we love ourselves.  

ñIconsé..  

Speak to the 

heart that 

searches for 

God.ò 
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Here at Advent, we are about helping people discover, learn 
about, and develop spiritual practices that help each one of us 
lean a little closer to God. Pray a little more regularly throughout 
each day. To seek and serve Christ in our neighbor, and in 
some way helping them in their need. To give more generously 
to further the work of Godôs church, as a response of gratitude 
for all Godôs gifts to us and presence in our lives. Generosity  
expands the heart like few spiritual disciplines can because it 
fosters increased reliance on the provision and generosity of our 
creating and giving God. 

It is through an unselfish act of generosity that Advent stands at 
all. Week by week we gather in a worship space that was  
provided by othersða tangible reminder of their sacrifice and 
dedication. Generosity also has contributed this new space, with 
the intention to help foster peopleôs growth in the knowledge 
and love of God. Sometimes, it takes silent, contemplative  
prayer to move us closer to God in ways heretofore  
unexperienced. It is with that intention, that hope to help others draw near and see the beauty of 
the Lord, that these gifts have been made.  We are grateful recipients. 

The current furnishings in the space that will become the Oratory will find a new purpose and home 
in other parts of the church property: the parish office, and Paine Hall. Nothing is lost, and a new, 
more reverent space for prayer and contemplation is gained. 

In the coming weeks and months you will hear more about the specific icons themselves, and how 
to use the Oratory for your own personal time of prayer and contemplation. Again, we thank the 
generosity of the donors for this opportunity to introduce a new spiritual practice and a place for 
gaining proficiency in contemplative prayer and practice to our Advent community.  

And may we all learn to grow closer to God in living our baptismal life through spiritual practices 
that feed our souls and manifest in the care of others. 

Bishop David Bailey Visits Advent on Sunday, July 16, 2017 

You have prayed for him by name for years in our prayers of the people each Sunday, yet few  
people actually know who he is, and where he serves. On Sunday, July 16, that mystery ends for 
all of us in church that day, as the Rt. Rev. David E. Bailey will join us as our guest, preaching at 
both the 8:00 and 10:00 services at Advent that Sunday.  

A few months ago, Bishop Bailey was the guest speaker at a Daughterôs of the King area meeting, 
and our member daughters who attended really enjoyed his talk, and meeting him personally. 
When someone suggested that we have him here, Canon Timothy replied, ñThatôs easy; Iôve 
known him for almost ten years. He first taught me how to use the Church Deployment Office  
clergy database system when I came to serve as Canon to the Ordinary for Bishop Smith in 2007.ò 

Prior to becoming Bishop of the Navajoland, Bishop Bailey served the Diocese of Utah as Canon 
Missioner and Deployment Officer, for two bishops of Utah, and before that served various  
congregations in the Diocese of Arizona, particularly, as rector at St. Stephenôs in Phoenix. 

We welcome Bishop David E. Bailey to Advent on Sunday, July 16ðbe sure to put it on your  
calendar, and donôt miss this opportunity to hear from the diocesan bishop of our companion  
diocese.  
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Marketing News 

The marketing team is looking at new ways to spread the word about Advent Episcopal Church.   
Advertising has been a great source, but with technology moving so quickly we need to get our 
name out there utilizing all avenues of advertising.  

 As acting Chair and behalf of the marketing committee, I would like to thank Dotty Eubank for doing 
an excellent job in putting pictures and wonderful articles of our current and upcoming events in our 
local newspapers. 

Our concert series for next year has a great line-up of performances.  So mark your calendars for  

3:00 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month starting with November 5
th
, 2017.  Here is a listing of 

the upcoming performances. 

Nov. 5
th
 ï Sonoran Sounds Womenôs Chorale of the West Valley 

Dec. 3
rd
 ï The Phoenician Tenors ï Johnny Huerta 

Feb. 4
th
 ï A musical group ï Sing, Sing 

March 4 or 11
th
 ï The Desert Brass Band 

May 6
th
 ï Surprise Pops Band 

The Art & Craft Fair is scheduled for Nov. 17
th
 & 18

th
, which is a Friday and Saturday.  Currently, we 

have approximately 30 vendors signed up and are expecting several more to commit.  We are  
adding a kettle corn vendor and several new vendors as well.   
COME, SEE, ENJOY AND SUPPORT THE VENDORS. 

The marketing team is always looking for new members.  No experience needed.  

If you are interested, please call Flavia Nomicos, Acting Chair at 623-322-3247. 

 

Submitted by, 
Flavia Nomicos, Acting Chair 
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Episcopal Church Women  

Womenõs Ministry 

  Making a difference!  This is the purpose of Adventôs Womenôs Ministry. ñOur Neighborôs Keeperò 
program was started a couple years ago by Sharon Mather as an ECW Outreach project.  Snack 
bags with a protein, fruit, crackers, cookies and a beverage were made and distributed by our  
parishioners, Surprise Police Officers, and service agencies serving the homeless and needy.   Our 
Clergy and Vestry, and Sharon Navratil, Vestry outreach liaison felt it was an outreach program that 
should be expanded.  This past month, a group of women gathered and assembled 200 of these 
packs.   Imagine being homeless or having a family crisis and being hungry then someone hands 
you a bag with energy snacks and a bottle of water or juice. It would make a difference!    
 

There are so many ways we have made a difference.  How many children have received a  
handmade blanket, quilt, or pillow made by Helping Hands? Jody Johnson or Sharon Gullickson 
could tell you the number have distributed over the years and it is astronomical!  But the  
important thing is that we filled a need for a child that may have no permanent place to sleep. And 
we canôt forget those ñcomfortò pillows we make for hospice and nursing home patients and hats for 
women undergoing radiation for cancer. 
 

We are meeting many needs!  Maybe it is sending a greeting card; visiting or making a phone call to 
a  
parishioner; knitting a prayer shawl or hat; preparing and hosting the ñLunch & Laughsò monthly 
event; supplying freezer soup; serving as an usher, greeter or Lay Minister. Most of all, sharing a 
prayer, a smile, a hug and taking the time to listen.  It does makes a difference.   
 

If you are traveling, remember to save those sample toiletries from motels and hotels.  Also, unused  
cosmetics and cosmetic bags are welcome.  These are being collected by the ñLotions and Potionsò  
Chairpersons, Muriel Erickson and Chris Payne.  The items will be included in the Christmas gift 
packs for womenôs shelters and veterans in need.    

God bless you.  I will be returning to the Desert in September. 

Joyce Rozon, ECW President  

A big thank you to Judy Purdy, Jean 
Carlson, Joyce Rozon, Debbie 
Greenleaf, Harriett Thurstlic, Patricia 
Peterson, Marlene Berwald & Karen 
Andrews (not pictured) who  
volunteered to make our Neighbor 
Keeper bags.   
A part of Adventôs outreach program 
Neighbor Keeper bags are intended 
to be used to reach out to someone 
you know is in need of assistance, 
deliver it to their home or keep one in 
your car to give to someone in 
need.  They will also be distributed to 
the Surprise Police Department and 
the Salvation Army.  Thank you ECW 
for your generous contribution to this 
worthy cause.  The bags of non-
perishable food will be available in the 
narthex and Paine Hall throughout the 
year. 

Sharon Navratil 
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 The Addams Family 
 

On Saturday, June 3
rd
, a chartered motor coach took 46 of us to the Scottsdale Center for the  

Performing Arts to see Jonathan Dombek perform in the Detour Co. Theatre presentation of  
The Addams Family.  Jonathan played the part of Pugsley Addams and did a fantastic job.  The cast 
of 23 actors sang, danced and had various roles in the performance.  They had a lot of energy and 
did an excellent job.  You could tell, they were all having a lot of fun.   After the performance,  
everyone had the opportunity to meet the actors.  It was a great fun-filled afternoon and we all had a 
wonderful time.  We look forward to Jonathanôs next performance. 

Submitted by, 

Flavia Nomicos 

Newcomersô News 
During the past month, Advent has welcomed Erica Hutchinson to our church community. Please 
introduce yourself and welcome her when you see her at our church functions. Chris Payne has  
also joined the Newcomers Ministry ï welcome Chris! If you have friends who are searching for a 
warm and welcoming church family, please invite them to our services and activities ï many of our 
new members were introduced to Advent by their friends.                                      
Pat Carroll 
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¢ƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ tŀǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ 
hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ƴŀƴȅ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻǳǊ DƻƭŦ hǳǝƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴ ŦǊƻƳ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WǳƴŜ ŀǘ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǾŜƴ {/² ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻƭŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǳǇ ǎƘŜŜǘ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ tŀƛƴŜ Iŀƭƭ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ 9ŀǊƭ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀǘ сно-опл-ннсн ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 
¢ƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ŀƭǎƻ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ Ŏŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ  
ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ŦŜƴŎŜŘ-ƛƴ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ hŶŎŜΦ  hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ȅŜŀǊ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ LƴǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƻƳ /ŀǊǊƻƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǳǇ 
ǘƘƛǎ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ .ƛƭƭ /ƛŎƻƭŀΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ .ƛƭƭΗ 

hǳǊ нлмт hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻǘŀƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ϷтΣпллΦ  ¢ƘŜ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ  
ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

/ƘŀǇŜƭ wƻŎƪ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ŀƳǇ                Ϸтлл 

9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴ    Ϸрлл 

IƻǎǇƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ     Ϸрлл 

[ǳƪŜ !C. !ƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ CǳƴŘ    ϷмΣллл 

{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴ   ϷмΣллл 

{ǳƴ /ƛǘȅ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CǳƴŘ   Ϸрлл 

¢ƘŜ {ŀƭǾŀǝƻƴ !ǊƳȅκ²Ŝǎǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ   Ϸрлл 

¦Φ{Φ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ   Ϸрлл 

²Ŝǎǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ƘƻǊŀƭ     Ϸмрл 

Lƴ wŜŀŎƘ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ !ŘǾŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ !ƭǘŀǊ DǳƛƭŘ     Ϸрлл 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ IŀǇǇȅ Iŀǘ IƻƻƪŜǊǎ    Ϸрлл 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ IŀƴŘǎ    Ϸрлл 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ CǳƴŘ     Ϸплл 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ tŀƛƴŜ Iŀƭƭ {ƻǳƴŘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ   Ϸулл 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ tǊŀȅŜǊ {Ƙŀǿƭǎ     Ϸнлл 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǿŜ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ фΥлл ŦƻǊ ŀ 
{ƻŎƛŀƭ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ ¢ƛǾƻƭƛ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ мнррр .Ŝƭƭ wƻŀŘΣ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
{/² ƻƴ wΦIΦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ .Ŝƭƭ wƻŀŘΦ  {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ 

tŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ DƻƻŘΣ 

WƻƘƴ [ƻƴƎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ !ŘǾŜƴǘ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō 

June Donations                                       

Food    =   340 lbs. 
YTD Food   =  662 lbs. 
 
Thanks to the E.C. W. and their recent Diaper Drive ! 
                                              
Dollars   = $ 115. 
YTD    = $ 1740.  
Thanks to our Angels for donating over 300 lbs. of rice this 
month !  


