Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, c. 540
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Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Everlasting God, we give you thanks for the purity and humility with which you endowed your servant
Benedict: Grant us grace, in union with his example and prayers, to hallow and conform our souls and
bodies to the purpose of your most holy will; through Christ our Lord.
First Reading

Proverbs 2:1-9

My child, if you accept my words and treasure up my commandments within you, making your ear
attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; if you indeed cry out for insight, and
raise your voice for understanding; if you seek it like silver, and search for it as for hidden
treasures—then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. For the
LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; he stores up sound wisdom
for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly, guarding the paths of justice and
preserving the way of his faithful ones. Then you will understand righteousness and justice and
equity, every good path.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:129-136
129 Your decrees are wonderful; *

therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130 When your word goes forth it gives light; *

it gives understanding to the simple.
131 I open my mouth and pant; *

I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me in mercy, *

as you always do to those who love your Name.
133 Steady my footsteps in your word; *

let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, *

and I will keep your commandments.
135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant *

and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, *

because people do not keep your law.

Holy Gospel
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Luke 14:27-33
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of
you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has
enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see
it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what
king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is
able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot,
then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

