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Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O Lord our God, for your goodness in bestowing upon this Church
the gift of the episcopate, which we celebrate in this remembrance of the consecration
of Samuel Seabury; and we pray that, joined together in unity with our bishops, and
nourished by your holy Sacraments, we may proclaim the Gospel of redemption with
apostolic zeal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Reading

Acts 20:28-32

All sit.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Paul said to the elders of the church at Ephesus: “You yourselves know how I lived
among you the entire time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, serving the Lord with
all humility and with tears, enduring the trials that came to me through the plots of the
Jews. I did not shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you and
teaching you publicly and from house to house, as I testified to both Jews and Greeks
about repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus. And now, as a captive to
the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there,
except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and
persecutions are waiting for me. But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only
I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to
the good news of God’s grace. And now I know that none of you, among whom I have
gone about proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again. Therefore I declare to
you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you, for I did not shrink
from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. Keep watch over yourselves and over
all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of
God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I know that after I have gone,
savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Some even from your own
group will come distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to follow them.
Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to warn
everyone with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the message of his grace,
a message that is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all who
are sanctified.”
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *

when brethren live together in unity!
2 It is like fine oil upon the head *

that runs down upon the beard,
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *

and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
4 It is like the dew of Hermon *

that falls upon the hills of Zion.
5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: *

life for evermore.
Holy Gospel

Matthew 9:35-38

All stand.
Deacon
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

