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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O loving God, your martyr bishop Alphege of Canterbury suffered violent death when he
refused to permit a ransom to be extorted from his people: Grant that all pastors of your flock
may pattern themselves on the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life for the sheep; and who
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
First Reading

Revelation 7:13-17

A Reading from the Revelation of John.
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me,
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will
shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor
any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 34:1-8
1 I will bless the LORD at all times; *
his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
2 I will glory in the LORD; *
let the humble hear and rejoice.
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD;
let us exalt his Name together.
4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me *
and delivered me out of all my terror.
5 Look upon him and be radiant, *
and let not your faces be ashamed.
6 I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me *
and saved me from all my troubles.
7 The angel of the LORD encompasses those who fear him, *
and he will deliver them.
8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; *
happy are they who trust in him!

Holy Gospel

Luke 12:4-12

All stand.
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that can do
nothing more. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority
to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not
one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do
not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. And I tell you, everyone who
acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of
God; but whoever denies me before others will be denied before the angels of God. And
everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven; but whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. When they bring you before the
synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about how you are to defend
yourselves or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what you
ought to say.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

